
PUBLIC NOTICE 
2nd Substantial Amendment to FY 2025-2026 Annual Action Plan 

 
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) – Rapid Unsheltered Survivor Housing (RUSH) 

 
On April 16, 2026, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) made 
the second allocation of $348,894 in Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) funds to Orange 
County, FL to address the needs of homeless individuals and families, or individuals and 
families at risk of homelessness in areas affected by major disasters declared pursuant 
to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act. These funds 
must benefit people whose needs are not otherwise served or met by existing Federal 
disaster relief programs, including the Transitional Sheltering Assistance (TSA) program 
under such Act. The initial allocation of $512,694 was provided to Orange County through 
an award letter dated January 10, 2025, with funds then awarded by the County to three 
(3) non-profit agencies through a competitive Request for Applications process.   
 
This special allocation of “Rapid Unsheltered Survivor Housing” (RUSH) funding is in 
response to the President’s major disaster declarations for Hurricane Helene (DR-4828-
FL) and Hurricane Milton (DR-4834-FL). Orange County, through its Housing and 
Community Development Division, is amending the FY 2025-2026 Annual Action Plan 
that covers federal funding for housing and community development programs. This 
substantial amendment will serve as the County’s application to HUD for the second 
allocation of ESG-RUSH funding.  
 
The purpose of the ESG-RUSH program is to address housing and service needs of 
people experiencing homelessness, which were exacerbated by disasters. The funds can 
be spent on a variety of activities to aid individuals and households who meet the following 
criteria:  
 

1) are homeless or at risk of homelessness; and  
2) have been residing in an area affected by a major declared disaster; and  
3) have needs that will not be served or fully met by the TSA program and other 

existing federal disaster relieve programs.  
 
Individuals/households will not be required to requalify as homeless or at risk of 
homelessness for purposes of ESG-RUSH funds if the individual/household was already 
determined to meet the definition of homeless or at risk of homelessness and was 
receiving ESG assistance when the disaster occurred. Proposed uses of funds are listed 
below.  
 

Emergency Solutions Grant – Rapid Unsheltered Survivor Housing (ESG-RUSH) 
ESG-RUSH eligible activities, to include: 

• Rapid re-housing or homelessness prevention 
• Housing relocation and stabilization services 
• Financial assistance for move-in costs 
• Supportive services for people currently 

experiencing homelessness 
• Street outreach services  

$322,727 92.5% 

Administration  $26,167 7.5% 
TOTAL $348,894 100% 



 
Orange County intends to award these funds to qualified non-profit organizations with a 
successful track record (timely expenditure of funds, achievement of proposed 
programmatic goals, timely invoicing for services provided, etc.) in implementing ESG-
RUSH activity(ies) in Orange County.   
 
To expedite the awarding of ESG-RUSH funds and rapidly provide homeless assistance, 
HUD has waived consultation and citizen participation requirements for this allocation. To 
access this funding, Orange County must submit an amendment to the FY 2025-2026 
Annual Action Plan to HUD no later than June 16, 2026.  
 
This public notice satisfies the requirements described in the ESG-RUSH Federal 
Register Notice published July 18, 2024, and Orange County’s ESG-RUSH funding 
allocation letter sent to Mayor Jerry L. Demings on April 16, 2026, by the Assistant 
Secretary of HUD’s Office of Community Planning and Development, which require the 
County to publish how it will use its ESG-RUSH allocation, at a minimum, on the Internet 
at the appropriate government website or through electronic media. 
 
For more information or questions concerning this substantial amendment, please contact 
the Orange County Housing and Community Development Division at (407) 836-0963, or 
via e-mail to Janna.Souvorova@ocfl.net.    
 
Section 286.0105, Florida Statutes, states that if a person decides to appeal any decision 
made by a board, agency, or commission with respect to any matter considered at a 
meeting or hearing, he or she will need a record of the proceedings, and that, for such 
purpose, he or she may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
 
Orange County does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, 
religion, disability or family status. Those with questions or concerns about 
nondiscrimination, those requiring special assistance under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), and those requiring language assistance (free of charge) should 
contact the Title VI/Nondiscrimination Coordinator at access@ocfl.net, or by calling 3-1-
1 (407-836-3111). 
  
If you are hearing or speech impaired, you may reach the phone numbers above by 
dialing 711. 
  

Housing available to all, without discrimination.  
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